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Book-in-the-Bag 

The book-in-the-bag program begins next 

week! If you returned the form indicating 

your interest in the program, you will find a 

zip-lock bag, with your child’s first book, in 

his or her backpack. Please listen as your 

child practices reading skills at home! 

Encourage your child to use a pointer finger 

to track print when reading, to use the 

pattern and picture clues to help, and most 

importantly, to have fun! I hope you find the 

program exciting and worthwhile. I am so 

thrilled to begin! 

Language Arts 

During Daily 5 your child reads a variety of 

“Good Fit” books independently. The books 

look very similar to the books that will be 

coming home for book-in-the-bag. This 

gives all students an opportunity to read at 

their level and to practice the 3 ways to read 

a book. Please remind your child as he or she 

reads that checking for understanding is an 

important skill for all readers. After reading, 

can your child close the book and recall 

events/details from the story? Can your child 

point out a favorite part and tell why? Your 

child has now learned the sight words he, 

she, up, said and like. Encourage your child 

to point these words out as you read. 

Math 

We continue to delve deeply into the study 

of numbers 0-10. The students have 

practiced composing and decomposing 

numbers using counters, pictures, their 

fingers and toes and even mental math! The 

Math in Focus program creates many 

opportunities for practice as a whole group, 

with partners or individually. In the coming 

weeks, your child will identify “how many 

more” they need to reach a number. You can 

start this practice at home by using simple 

household objects. Give your child the job of 

setting the table, but do not give enough 

forks. Ask, “How many more do we need to 

make a complete set?” 

Discussion Points for Home 

Below are more discussion points for your 

use at home: 

  “Tell me about one reading strategy 

that you have been practicing.” 

 “How can numbers in order help to 

tell one more and one less?” 

 “What are some different ways to 

make 5?” (i.e. 1 and 4 make 5. 2 and 

3 make 5. 0 and 5 make 5.) 

 “Let’s read the sight words on your 

flashcards!” 


